[Ocular symptoms as the initial signs of Wegener's granulomatosis].
Wegener's granulomatosis (WG) is a systemic, necrotising, granulomatous vasculitis of unknown aetiology. Ocular involvement is present in up to 60 %. The aim of our study was firstly to evaluate the presence of ophthalmic manifestations as the first sign of WG in patients without obvious systemic manifestations of WG, and secondly to evaluate the clinical manifestation of ocular symptoms as the initial signs of WG. The medical records of all patients with a diagnosis of WG examined at the Department of Rheumatology and Immunology during the 5-year period from January 2003 to January 2008 were reviewed. Initial manifestation of WG, initial ocular presentation, biopsy results, laboratory testing results, treatment and the final outcome were determined. Only patients in whom WG was not diagnosed at the time of the ocular symptoms were included in the study. Fifteen patients diagnosed with WG were identified. Six patients (40 %) developed no ocular symptoms before and after WG was diagnosed. Two patients (13.3 %) had a systemic disease first and subsequently developed ocular symptoms. Seven patients (46.7 %) had ocular symptoms as the first signs of WG (necrotising sclerokeratitis in two patients, peripheral ulcerative keratitis in two patients, non-granulomatous uveitis in one patient, anterior necrotising sclerokeratitis and nodular posterior scleritis with serous retinal detachment in one patient, severe retinal and chorioidal vascular occlusions with ischaemic optic disc neuropathy and complete visual loss in one patient). In nearly 50 % of patients with WG, ocular symptoms were observed as the initial signs before WG was diagnosed. The initial symptoms may be obscure and may vary from one patient to another. Knowledge of the ocular initial symptoms of WG is very important and can contribute to a better prognosis and prevention of visual loss.